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Monthly Mustang

BEING SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
DURING A PANDEMIC 

BY AKAAL OTHEE
	 We	 interviewed	 HISD	

superintendent	 Dr.	 Grenita	
Lathan	 and	 U.S.	 Representative	
Ann	 Johnson	 about	 how	 they	
are	 working	 to	 help	 schools	
during	the	pandemic.	
Toby:	 What	 are	 you	 hoping	 to	

l earn	 when	 you	 v i s i t	
schools?		

Ms.	 Johnson:	 What	 the	 adults	
are	doing,	and	the	problems	
they	 face,	 and	 the	 choices	
they	make	for	the	school.		

Toby:	 Why	 did	 you	 decide	 to	
visit	West	U?	

Ms.	 Johnson:I	 live	 around	West	
U	and	represent	the	district	
i n	 t he	 U . S .	 House	 o f	
Representatives.		

Toby:	 What	 do	 you	 debate	
about	in	Austin?	

Dr.	Lathan:	One	of	our	big	issues	
is	 about	 what	 resources	
schools	 should	 have	 access	
to,	like	face	masks.	

Lyla:	 What	 do	 you	 think	 will	
h a p p e n	 a f t e r	 t h i s	
pandemic?	

Dr.	 Lathan:	 Well,	 we	 will	 be	
more	 cautious	 even	 after	
this	 pandemic	 and	 we	 will	
be	learning	more	about	this	
experience.	

Lyla:	 Will	 technology	 improve	
after	 this	 situation	 for	
students	and	the	world?	

Dr.	 Lathan:	 Possibly,	 but	 we	
h a v e	 g o t t e n	 f a r	 f o r	
technology	 with	 online	
learning	and	other	factors.		

Lyla:	 Even	 after	 this	 pandemic,	
do	you	think	there	will	still	
be	 an	 option	 to	 online	
learning?	

D r.	 L a t h an :	 We l l ,	 i t ’ s	 a	
possibility	and	it	 is	actually	
one	 of	 the	 debating	 topics,	
so	 we	 are	 still	 thinking	
about	it.	

Lyla:	What	are	some	things	that	
you	 would	 most	 likely	 talk	
about?	

Dr.	Lathan:	Well,	we	would	 talk	
a bou t	 h ow	 we	 c ou l d	
improve	 the	 education	 for	
online	 learners	 and	 in-
person	people	too.	

SPECIAL VIPS VISIT WEST U 
BY TOBY YIP AND LYLA PICHON-GARCIA

1.	 What	 do	 you	 love	 and	
dislike	about	masks	and	
social	distancing?	

A:	 I	 love	 that	 masks	 and	
social	 distancing	 help	
keep	 our	 large	 school	
community	 safe	 and	
healthy	 as	 we	 navigate	
the	 pandemic	 together.	
I’m	 excited	 that	 more	
people	 are	 getting	 the	
vaccination	 and	 the	
spread	 of	 the	 virus	 is	
slowing,	 and	 I	 look	
forward	 to	 the	 day	
w h e n	 w e	 c a n	 s e e	
everyone’s	 smiling	 face	
again.	

2.	 What	 plans	 did	 you	
make	for	the	school	that	
Covid-19	ruined?	

A:	 Because	 the	 pandemic	
kept	 us	 home	 after	
spring	 break,	 we	 didn’t	
have	 the	opportunity	 to	
get	 deep	 into	 planning	
for	 the	 following	 year.	
But	 it	 did	 force	 us	 to	

rethink	 everything	 for	
the	 spring	 and	 the	
following	 school	 year.	
A f t e r	 we	 r e c e ived	
guidelines	 from	 the	
district,	 teachers	 and	
staff	 had	 to	 recreate	 all	
p ro c edu re s	 i n	 t h e	
building	 and	 classroom	
to	 meet	 the	 safety	
guidelines	for	COVID-19	
and	 Uigure	 out	 how	 to	
provide	 instruction	 to	
our	students	at	home.	

3.	What	was	 your	 favorite	
change	 that	 happened	
at	 the	 school	 during	
Covid-19?	

A:	 Well,	 because	 of	 the	
m a s k s ,	 s o c i a l	
distancing,	 and	 the	
extra	 custodians	 to	
clean,	our	Ulu	cases	have	
been	 down	 this	 year.	 I	
wouldn’t	say	that	I	have	
a	 favorite	 change,	 but	
I’ve	 been	 thoroughly	
(Continued	 next	 page)	
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Where	were	you	
born?		

Sulphur	Springs,	TX	

-Do	you	have	any	
pets?		

-Ludo,	15	year	old	
cocker	spaniel	

-	What	is	your	
favorite	food?		Fried	
chicken	

-What	is	your	
favorite	book	now?	What	was	your	favorite	book	
when	you	were	10?		

- The	Da	Vinci	Code	now,	Goosebumps	books	when	I	
was	10.	

- This	is	your	Uirst	year	at	WUES.	What	do	you	like	most	
about	teaching	fourth	grade	at	WUES?	

- 	I	absolutely	adore	the	students	and	their	families	at	
WUES.	They	have	all	been	very	welcoming	and	work	
hard	in	class!	

-	What	do	you	like	most	about	teaching	reading?	

-	I	like	to	see	children	build	conUidence	in	their	reading	
and	comprehension	skills	over	the	year.	I	enjoy	seeing	
the	students	fall	in	love	with	the	books	they	read	and	
experience	what	the	author	wants	them	to	feel.	

-Do	you	like	the	fourth	grade	book	selections/
projects?		

- The	books	we	are	reading	this	year	are	intense	in	
emotion	and	imagery,	but	I	enjoy	the	excitement	and	
adventures	in	each	book.	My	favorite	project	this	
year	has	been	the	Biography	Poster	Project.	

- Is	it	true	you	lived	in	London?	Why	were	you	there?	
What	was	it	like?	Do	you	miss	it?		

- I	did	live	in	London	and	taught	elementary	school	
there	for	three	years.	It	was	a	beautiful	country	and	I	
loved	living	there,	but	I	missed	my	family	and	the	
sunshine	back	home	in	Texas.	It	was	always	cold,	
cloudy,	and	rainy	in	London!	

- What	are	your	plans	for	the	summer?		

- I	am	going	to	go	visit	my	sister	and	her	family.	They	
live	in	Utah,	so	I	only	get	to	visit	them	once	a	year.	

- If	you	could	change	one	thing	about	WUES,	what	
would	it	be?		

- If	I	were	asked	that	question,	I	would	make	the	school	
day	shorter	:)			I	have	worked	at	many	different	
schools	in	different	environments,	and	I	absolutely	
love	it	here	at	WUES.	I	can’t	think	of	what	I	would	
change!	

- Is	there	any	chance	you	will	move	to	Uifth	grade	next	
year?		

- I	will	go	where	my	administrators	need	me	the	most.	I	

GET  TO KNOW MS. MAYS BY GIULIA ANDREOLI

 PRINCIPAL SCOTT DISCH continued from page 1

impressed	with	 the	 teachers’	 Ulexibility	and	ability	 to	
deliver	 lessons	 to	 virtual	 and	 in-person	 students	 at	
the	 same	 time.	At	 the	 same	 time,	 the	 students	 in	 the	
building	 have	 been	 amazing	 at	 following	 the	 new	
guide l ines	 and	 the	 v i r tua l	 s tudents	 have	
demonstrated	 their	perseverance	by	 staying	 engaged	
and	learning	in	an	unusual	setting.	

4.	What	are	the	most	challenging	changes	that	happened	
at	the	school	during	Covid-19?	

A:	 The	 most	 challenging	 aspect	 has	 been	 social	
distancing	 and	 not	 having	 everyone	 in	 school	 at	 the	
same	 time.	 I	 love	 how	 this	 large	 school	 has	 a	 small-
town	 feel,	 and	 I	miss	having	all	our	 students	 in	 class	

collaborating	and	 socializing	with	one	another.	 I	 also	
miss	 the	 hustle	 and	 bustle	 of	 the	 hallways	 in	 the	
morning	 as	 parents	 drop	 off	 their	 children.	 It	 is	 a	
sacriUice	that	we	must	make,	but	I	look	forward	to	the	
day	 where	 we	 can	 safely	 have	 everyone	 back	 in	 the	
building	again.	

5.	What	are	some	of	the	changes	that	you	made	because	
of	Covid-19	that	you	will	keep	after	Covid-19?	

A:	 Because	 of	 the	 transition	 to	 virtual	 learning,	 our	
teachers	had	to	learn	a	lot	about	different	technology	
and	 educational	 websites.	 I	 imagine	 a	 lot	 of	 those	
skills	will	be	integrated	into	their	instruction	when	we	
resume	a	more	typical	school	day	

http://westues.org
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1.	How	many	years	have	
you	been	teaching	in	
West	U?	
-		I	have	been	teaching	at	
West	U	for	seven	years.	
2.	What	is	your	favorite	
thing	about	West	U?	
-My	favorite	thing	about	
West	U	is	getting	to	
know	all	of	the	students	

starting	from	Kindergarten	all	the	way	to	Uifth	grade.	I	
love	getting	to	watch	everyone	grow	up.	

3.		What	do	you	like	to	do	when	you	are	not	at	school?	
-	When	I	am	not	at	school,	I	like	to	spend	time	relaxing.	I	
love	to	walk	my	dog,	Ella,	at	the	big	park	by	my	house.	

4.	What	is	the	biggest	challenge	you	have	faced	as	a	
teacher?	

-	The	school	year	of	2020	has	been	very	challenging	for	
everyone.	This	year	has	made	me	change	the	way	I	am	
used	to	teaching.	I	have	had	to	learn	new	things	and	
tricks	to	help	along	the	way.	

5.	Where	did	you	study?	
-	I	went	to	college	at	Texas	State	University.	
6.	Do	you	have	pets?	
-			Yes,	I	have	two	cats	named	Sawyer	and	Finn	and	a	
German	Shepard	Husky	named	Ella.	

7.		What	is	your	favorite	subject?	
-	My	favorite	subject	is	Reading	and	Language	Arts.	I	
loved	learning	about	that	in	school,	and,	now,	I	love	
teaching	kids	how	to	read.	

8.	Why	did	you	choose	to	be	a	teacher?	
-	I	chose	to	become	a	teacher	because	I	love	being	
around	children	and	helping	them	learn	and	be	
successful.	

9.	What	is	your	favorite	food?	
-		My	favorite	food	is	sushi!	
10.		What	is	something	that	makes	you	proud?	
-		I	am	very	proud	of	the	way	I	have	made	small	
accomplishments	this	school	year	that	seemed	
impossible	at	the	beginning.	Small	steps	can	really	
make	a	difference!

GET TO KNOW MRS. SEPULVEDA BY JULIA MADERO

 NO MORE GREEK HURRICANES! By Kavan Pandya

As	 you	 may	 know,	 2020	 had	 many	 hurricanes	 and	
tropical	 storms,	 but	 did	 you	 know	 that	 it	 was	 the	 most	
active	 Atlantic	 hurricane	 season	 on	 record?	 	 You	may	 be	
wondering	why	there	have	been	so	many	hurricanes.	 	One	
reason	may	be	La	Nina.	 	La	Nina,	a	semicircular	cooling	of	
the	 eastern	 PaciUic,	 reduces	 wind	 shear	 that	 would	
generally	 impede	 Atlantic	 hurricane	 formation.	 	 Global	
warming	 leading	 to	 sizzling	 oceans	may	be	 even	 a	 bigger	
factor.	 	Since	1750,	temperatures	have	risen	by	about	one	
degree	 Celsius.	 A	 hurricane	 needs	 thunderstorms,	 warm	
ocean	water,	and	 light	wind	 in	order	to	 form.	Because	the	
temperatures	 are	 rising,	 hurricanes	 are	 happening	 more	
frequently.	 	 This	 also	 causes	 more	 intense	 hurricanes	 to	
happen,	 decreasing	 the	 frequency	 of	 Category	 1	 and	 2	
hurricanes	 and	 increasing	 the	 frequency	 of	 monster	
Category	4	and	5	hurricanes.		

Generally,	 an	 alphabetical	 list	 of	 names	 is	 used	 each	
year	to	name	Atlantic	tropical	storms.	 	For	only	the	second	
time	 in	 its	history,	 the	National	Hurricane	Center	used	up	
its	regular	alphabetical	list	of	21	names	in	2020	and	had	to	
start	using	the	Greek	alphabet	to	name	storms.	 	Last	year,	
there	 were	 30	 named	 storms!	 Houston	 had	 its	 own	
experience	with	 a	Greek-named	 storm	 in	September	with	
tropical	storm	Beta.			

Earlier	 this	 year,	 a	
s p e c i a l	 W o r l d	
Meteorological	Organization	
committee	retired	the	use	of	
Greek	 letters	 when	 the	
Atlantic	 ran	 out	 of	 the	 21	
names	 for	 the	 year,	 as	 they	
f e l t	 t he	 p ra c t i c e	 was	
confusing	and	put	too	much	
emphasis	on	the	Greek	letter	
and	 not	 on	 the	 dangerous	
s t o rm	 i t	 r e p re s en t ed .		
Instead,	 the	 committee	
developed	a	supplemental	 list	of	21	back	up	names.	 	This	
list	 is	alphabetical	 like	 the	 Uirst	21	names,	but	 it	does	not	
use	the	letters	Q,	U,	X,	Y	and	Z	as	they	are	not	common	or	
easily	 understood	 across	 English,	 Spanish,	 French,	 and	
Portuguese--the	 languages	 spoken	 throughout	 North	
America,	Central	America,	and	the	Caribbean.	

Now,	 we	 would	 have	 to	 have	 more	 than	 42	 named	
storms	in	one	year	before	we	run	out	of	names.	 	If	climate	
change	continues	 to	 lead	to	warmer	oceans,	we	may	have	
to	 come	 up	 with	 another	 set	 of	 names	 for	 Atlantic	
hurricanes.		

Zeus,  Greek God of 
thunder and lightning
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Danny,	the	Champion	of	the	World	
	Reviewed	by	Naomi	Fan		

Danny,	the	Champion	of	the	World	is	
a	 book	 written	 by	 Roald	 Dahl	 and	
illustrated	 by	 Quentin	 Blake.	 Roald	
Dahl	 wrote	 many	 wonderful	 books	
for	 audiences	 of	 varying	 ages.	 Roald	
Dahl	 also	 wrote	 Charlie	 and	 the	
Chocolate	 Factory	 and	 The	Witches.	
This	 story	 is	 told	 in	 Danny's	
perspective.	

This	 book	 brings	 readers	 on	 an	
exciting	 journey	 through	 Danny's	
first	ten	years	of	his	life.	Danny	and	his	

father,	William,	live	together	in	an	old	gypsy	caravan.	William	is	
an	engineer,	and	so	is	Danny.	Danny's	father	owns	a	small	patch	
of	land	surrounded	by	Mr.	Victor	Hazell's	land.	Mr.	Hazell	owns	
a	large	brewery,	and	he	is	a	roaring	snob.	

One	 night,	 Danny	 wakes	 up	 finding	 himself	 alone	 in	 the	
caravan.	 Soon,	 he	 finds	 out	 about	 his	 father's	 yearning	 for	
poaching.	The	next	day,	Danny	allows	his	father	to	go	poaching	
that	 night.	 His	 father	 doesn't	 come	 home.	 Danny	 drives	 Baby	
Austin	 to	 Hazell’s	Wood.	When	 he	 finds	 his	 father	 in	 a	 large	
hole	 dug	 into	 the	 ground	 with	 a	 broken	 ankle,	 he	 helps	 his	
father	up	with	a	rope	and	they	drive	back	home.	

The	next	morning,	Doctor	Spencer	arrives	to	help	William’s	
ankle.	 William	 has	 to	 go	 to	 the	 hospital.	 The	 next	 morning,	
William	 tells	 Danny	 a	 secret	 that	 he	 wants	 to	 poach	 all	 200	
pheasants	the	day	b	efore	Mr.	Hazell’s	shooting	party.	Mr.	Hazell	
hosts	the	annual	poaching	party	to	please	the	rich.	Before	this,	
no	 one	 has	 ever	 found	 a	 way	 to	 poach	 roosting	 pheasants.	
When	an	idea	comes	to	Danny’s	mind,	he	tells	his	father.	It	will	
change	 the	 art	 of	 poaching	 forever.	 They	 call	 the	 plan	 the	
Sleeping	Beauty.		

I	 recommend	 reading	 this	 book	 since	 it	 is	 filled	with	ups	
and	 downs	 and	 a	 glorious	 ending.	 To	 find	more	 about	 Roald	
Dahl,	go	to	https://www.roalddahl.com/.	

BOOK, TV AND MOVIE REVIEWS  

When	 alien	 invaders	 kidnap	 Earth's	
superheroes,	their	children	must	team	up	and	
learn	 to	 work	 together	 if	 they	 want	 to	 save	
their	parents	and	the	world.	

In	We	Can	Be	Heroes,	Missy,	Ojo,	Facemaker,	
Wild	Card,	Guppy,	Rewind,	 Fast	 Forward,	 Slo-
Mo,	 Wheels,	 Noodles,	 and	 A	 Capella	 all	 put	
their	 powers	 to	 the	 test	 when	 alien	 invaders	
take	 their	 parents	 captive	 and	 try	 to	 destroy	

Earth.	 With	 Anita	 Moreno’s	 helpful	 training,	
the	 young	 heroes	 and	 heroines	 push	 their	
limits	to	MAX	LEVEL	when	they	reach	the	alien	
stronghold.	Though	when	they	reach	that	part,	
it	turns	a	little…TWISTY!!!	

If	 you	 have	 watched	 the	 prequel	 Sharkboy	
and	 Lavagirl,	 you’ll	 love	 this	 thrilling,	 twisty,	
and	topsy-turvy	movie!	

Lion	Down	 is	a	mystery	book	written	
by	 Stuart	 Gibbs.	 In	 the	 book,	 a	 man	
named	Lincoln	 Stone	 claims	a	 cougar	
ate	his	dog	and	wants	 to	hunt	 it.	The	
reason	 he	 can’t	 hunt	 it	 right	 away	 is	
because	cougars	are	protected	by	 the	
Endangered	Species	Act,	and	he	needs	
permission	 to	 hunt	 the	 cougar.	 	 Two	
kids	try	to	keep	the	cougar	from	being	
hunted.	Their	names	are	Summer	and	
Teddy.	 Summer	 is	 the	 daughter	 of	 the	

owner	 of	 a	 giant	 zoo	 called	 	 Funjungle.	 Teddy’s	 parents	

work	at	Funjungle.	Teddy	and	Summer	are	also	being	paid	
by	J.J.	Mckracken	(Summer’s	dad	and	owner	of	Funjungle)	
to	see	who	 is	poisoning	the	Giraffes.	That’s	a	whole	other	
story,	 so	 I	won’t	write	about	 that.	 I	would	 love	 to	 tell	you	
more	about	the	book	(I’m	almost	Uinished)	but	I	won’t	spoil	
it.	 One	 more	 thing.	 This	 book	 is	 part	 of	 a	 series	 so	 you	
should	 look	 the	 series	 up.	 I	 have	 already	 read	 two	 other	
books	in	the	series	and	they	are	awesome,	too.		

I	recommend	this	book,	but	I	don’t	want	you	Uighting	to	
get	 it	 Uirst	 since	 it	 is	 such	a	good	book.	 	 Since	 it	 is	 in	 the	
West	 University	 Elementary	 library,	 you	 don’t	 have	 an	
excuse	not	to	read	it.	Enjoy!		

Lion	Down	Lion	by	Stuart	Gibbs	Reviewed	by	Gavin	Terrazas	

We	Can	Be	Heroes	Movie	Reviewed	by	Ethan	Duguid	
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On	 Easter	 weekend,	 I	
went	 to	 v i s i t	 t he	
Museum	 of	 Fine	 Arts	
for	 the	 first	 time	 in	
over	 a	 year	 to	 see	 the	
Hockney-Van	Gogh:	 Joy	
of	 Nature	 exhibit.	 The	
exhibit	 is	 made	 up	 of	
paintings	 of	 nature	 by	

Vincent	 Van	 Gogh	 and	 David	 Hockney.	 Hockney	 is	 a	 very	
famous	artist	living	today,	who	was	inspired	by	Van	Gogh	and	
his	 paintings	 of	 landscapes.	 Most	 of	 his	 paintings	 at	 the	
exhibit	were	of	nature	in	Yorkshire,	England.	The	coolest	part	
about	Hockney	is	that	he	not	only	uses	oil	paints,	but	he	also	
used	 the	 iPad	 to	 create	 some	 of	 the	 most	 magnificent	
paintings	on	display	at	this	exhibit.		

What	 was	 also	 impressive	 about	 Hockney’s	 artwork	 is	
that	 he	 uses	 colors	 you	 wouldn’t	 normally	 associate	 with	
nature,	 like	pink	trees,	purple	branches,	and	blue	roads.	But	
when	you	stand	back	and	look	at	the	entire	landscape,	it	looks	
exactly	how	 it	probably	 looked	 to	him	 in	 that	moment.	Like	
Hockney,	Van	Gogh’s	 art	 also	 looks	 very	unnatural	 up	 close,	
and	you	can	see	each	brushstroke,	but	when	you	step	back,	it	
all	makes	sense.		

I	 loved	 walking	 through	 each	 room	 with	 paintings	 of	
trees,	 four	 seasons,	 and	 large	 forests	 hanging	 on	 colorful	
walls.	 Hockney	 once	 said,	 “How	 can	 you	 be	 bored	 with	
nature?	Landscape	is	infinite,	isn’t	it?”	I	agree!		

I	 highly	 recommend	 that	 you	 check	 out	 this	 exhibit,	
which	is	here	until	June	20,	2021.	When	visiting	the	museum,	
you	 must	 check	 out	 the	 new	 building,	 and	 you’re	 in	 for	 a	
colorful	surprise	as	you	walk	the	tunnels	to	the	new	building.	
Also,	don’t	forget	to	see	the	sculpture	garden	outside;	some	of	
the	sculptures	can	even	move.	Enjoy!	

If	you	need	to	go	to	your	brother’s	
West	 University	 Little	 League	
(WULL)	 baseball	 game,	 here	 are	
some	 fun	 things	 you	 can	 do	 while	
you	are	there.	
1.	Go	to	the	concession	stand.	The	

concession	 stand	 at	 South	 Campus	
does	not	have	as	many	things	as	the	
one	 next	 to	 Wallin	 Field	 on	
University.	At	the	one	by	Wallin,	you	
can	 buy	 food,	 candy,	 or	 snow	 cones	 there.	 My	 favorite	
snow	 cone	 Ulavors	 are	 Watermelon,	 Grape,	 Bubble	 Gum,	
and	 Lime.	 They	 also	 serve	 food.	 Some	 choices	 are	 Chick-	
Uil-A	 nuggets,	 cheese	 pizza,	 and	 popcorn.	 They	 also	 sell	
candy	 like	 Wild	 Berry	 Skittles,	 Sour	 Skittles,	 Ring	 Pops,	
and	AirHeads.	
2.	 	Go	to	the	playground	if	it	is	open.	The	playground	at	

our	school	 is	right	next	 to	the	baseball	 Uields.	 In	the	past,	

kids	 would	 swing,	 climb,	 or	 slide	 down	 the	
slide	at	the	playground.		
3.	 Find	 a	 friend	 since	many	 kids	 go	 to	 watch	
their	 brothers	 play.	 You	 can	 play	 with	 your	
friend	 at	 the	 playground,	 walk	 around,	 play	
hide	and	seek	and	tag,	and	have	some	fun!	
4.	If	you	don’t	see	a	friend,	make	one.	I	made	a	
friend	 the	 other	 day	 at	 my	 older	 brother’s	
game.		

5.	 Bring	 some	 things	 to	 play	 with	 like	 Uidget	 spinners,	
slime,	and	other	small	toys.		
6.	Watch	the	baseball	game,	and	cheer	on	your	sibling.	I	

have	two	brothers	and	I	love	to	cheer	them	on.		
7.	 Go	 to	 LITTLE	 MATT’S	 before	 or	 after	 the	 game	 for	

dinner!	 Little	 Matt’s	 is	 open	 at	 10:30am	 and	 closes	 at	
8:00pm.		
So	there	you	go!	These	are	some	fun	things	to	do	when	

you	are	at	your	brother’s	baseball	game.	

THINGS	YOU	CAN	DO	AT	WULL	BASEBALL	GAMES	by	Kelsey	Yip	

Mother’s	Day	Haiku 
By	Mary	Plumb	
You	are	my	sunshine!	
You	hold	me	when	I	am	blue.	
Happy	Mother’s	Day!	

Hockney-Van	Gogh:	Joy	of	Nature	Exhibit	at	MFAH	Reviewed	by	Mia	Pliskin			
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SPRING FASHION TRENDS BY JANE BUTLER

Spring	is	here…and	so	are	the	spring	trends.	

Jeans	shorts	are	a	good	spring	trend	because	
they	are	colorful,	cool	and	come	in	lots	of	
different	denims.		My	sister’s	favorite	are	very	
dark	blue	jeans.	

Rompers	are	really	good	for	spring	because	
they	are	most	likely	sleeveless,	and	it	gets	really	
hot	in	Texas.		They	also	come	in	fun	Ulorals	
which	are	good	for	the	season.	

My	personal	favorite	are	Athleta	shorts.		They	
are	super	comfortable	and	really	cute.		I	know	
if	you	like	athletic	clothes	you	will	like	them	
too.	

As	far	as	bathing	suits	go,	rufUle	bathing	suits	
are	the	cutest	ever.	You	will	Uind	them	in	lots	of	
different	colors	and	patterns.	

Have	 you	 ever	 wondered	 how	 to	
start	 a	 YouTube	 channel	 but	
were	 not	 sure	 how	 to	 get	
started?	I	have	recently	started	a	
YouTube	 channel	 about	 sports,	
and	 it	 has	 been	 an	 interesting	
learning	experience.	 I	wanted	 to	
express	 my	 passion	 for	 sports	

with	 my	 channel	 Pro	 Sports	 Made	 Easy.	 You	 too	 might	
want	to	express	your	creativity.	If	you	do,	I	can	help!	Here	
are	some	tips	to	get	started:	

Pick	 a	 topic	 you	 enjoy	 like	 gaming,	 DIY	 crafts,	 sports,	
music,	 or	 anything	 else	 you	 feel	 passionate	 about.	 Now	
decide	a	fun	and	unique	name	for	your	channel.	For	kids	
under	 13,	 you	must	 use	 your	 parent’s	 account	 to	 create	
your	YouTube	channel.	

Develop	 content	 for	 your	 videos.	Think	of	 ideas,	write	
scripts,	and	edit	them.	

Now	 you	 are	 ready	 to	 create	 videos.	 Find	 a	 spot	with	
good	 lighting,	 a	 nice	 background,	 and	 ability	 to	 look	
straight	 into	 the	 camera.	 You	 do	 not	 need	 a	 high-end	
video	 recorder.	 These	 days,	 even	 an	 iPhone	 can	 record	
high	quality	videos.	

It	 is	 time	 to	 edit	 the	 video.	 You	 may	 want	 to	 add	
graphics,	 text,	 or	 music.	 There	 are	 many	 free	 and	 good	
video	editing	software	programs	available	online,	so	Uind	
one	that	is	right	for	you.		

Once	you	are	happy	with	your	video,	upload	it	 to	your	
channel	 and	 share	 your	 passion	 with	 your	 friends	 and	
family.	

If	you	want	to	start	a	channel,	you	should	be	doing	one	
important	thing	–	HAVING	FUN!	

I	 hope	 these	 tips	 were	 helpful.	 Check	 out	 my	 new	
YouTube	 channel	 Pro	 Sports	 Made	 Easy	 at	 bit.ly/
YTprosportsmadeeasy.	 If	you	enjoy	 it,	 like	and	subscribe	
and	let	me	know	what	you	think!	

How	to	Start	a	YouTube	Channel	by	Aavin	Pandita	

http://westues.org
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RILEY’S PET  TIPS AND TRICKS BY RILEY REID

Have	 you	 thought	 about	 being	
kind	and	why	that’s	 important?		
Have	you	ever	helped	 someone	
in	need	or	given	compliments	to	
a	stranger?	Has	someone	helped	
you	or	been	nice	to	you?	
In	my	 life,	 I	 have	had	moments	
where	 someone	 helped	 me	 or	
where	 I	 was	 able	 to	 help	
someone.	We	all	can	do	random	
acts	of	kindness	 in	our	everyday	

life.	 	This	 is	 important	because	helping	people	makes	them	
feel	 happier,	 and	 the	 happier	 the	 people	 are,	 the	 nicer	 the	
world	would	be	for	everybody.	

One	 time	 at	 the	 Michael’s	 Cookie	 Jar	 store,	 my	 mom	
forgot	to	bring	money	and	did	not	have	a	way	to	pay	for	the	
cookie	I	wanted.	A	very	friendly	boy,	who	happened	to	be	in	
a	wheelchair,	shared	one	of	his	cookies	with	me.	I	felt	like	he	
did	not	have	to	share	his	cookie,	but	he	chose	to	do	that,	and	
it	made	me	 feel	 happy.	 	 I	 did	 not	 have	 anything	 to	 give	 in	
return	but	a	smile.	He	inspired	me	to	continue	to	be	kind	and	
to	pass	on	kindness	to	others.		

Another	time,	when	I	was	arriving	to	school	and	rushing	
to	get	 into	my	classroom,	I	noticed	that	my	friend	Yara	was	
outside	the	door	when	the	bell	rang.	I	ran	back	and	opened	
the	door	for	her.	I	knew	I	was	probably	going	to	be	late,	but	I	
felt	good	that	I	helped	a	friend	and	she	made	it	to	her	class.		

Here	are	some	ideas	for	random	acts	of	kindness:	

• Help	your	teacher	take	papers	down	to	the	office	

• Help	 push	 someone	who	 is	 in	 a	wheelchair	 or	 hold	 their	
crutches	

• Play	with	someone	new	
• Write	a	thank	you	note	to	teachers	or	friends	
• Play	a	musical	instrument	for	a	lonely	neighbor		
• Let	someone	else	go	first	
• Compliment	others	
• Smile	
• Donate	your	toys	
• Cheer	up	a	friend	when	they	get	bad	grades	and	offer	help	
with	homework	

• Teach	someone	something	new	
• Hold	the	door	for	someone	
• Help	someone	pick	up	 their	 crayons	or	paper	 that	 fall	on	
the	floor.	

• Be	generous	and	consider	putting	others	before	yourself.	If	
you	got	hurt,	but	another	person	got	hurt	too,	ask	yourself	
who	needs	 it	more?	Can	you	wait	 to	be	helped?	Consider	
giving	 the	only	Band-Aid	you	have	 if	 your	 friend	needs	 it	
more	than	you.		
Let's	start	practicing	some	ideas.	What	do	you	say?	The	

more	acts	of	kindness	we	do,	 the	happier	 the	world	would	
be.	 Your	 heart	 will	 feel	 like	 it	 never	 did	 before,	 like	 a	
beautiful	loving	heart	full	of	joy	and	gratefulness.	

Hold	on	to	your	hats,	Mustangs!	We	are	about	to	take	a	
ride	through	the	amazing	experiences	we	can	have	by	doing	
random	acts	of	kindness.

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS BY  ANA SOFIA MUNOZ

What	you	 feed	your	pet	affects	 them	greatly.	 	 It	 can	be	
quite	difficult	 to	choose	a	diet	 right	 for	your	pet,	 especially	
with	so	many	options.		Here	are	some	tips	and	tricks	on	what	
and	what	not	to	feed	your	pet.	

	 Board-certified	 veterinary	 nutritionists	 tell	 us	 to	 feed	
pets	 a	 “commercial	 pet	 food	 from	 a	 well	 established	
manufacturer	 with	 common	 ingredients,	 including	 grains.”		
You	 should	 feed	 your	dog	prepackaged	or	 pre-canned	 food	
that	is	AAFCO	approved.		This	means	the	food	has	met	all	the	
extra	standards	for	providing	the	right	nutrition.	 	You	must	
consider	 the	 age,	 size,	 weight,	 activity	 level,	 and	 health	 of	
your	 dog	 when	 you	 pick	 your	 pet’s	 diet	 with	 your	
veterinarian’s	help.	

You	 should	 not	 follow	 human	 trends	 such	 as	 grain-	 or	
gluten-free	 foods	 because	 it	 can	 be	 harmful.	 	 Grain	 and	

gluten	allergies	are	very	rare	in	
pets.	 	Do	not	let	them	eat	foods	
such	 as	 grapes,	 onions,	 garlic,	
and	 chocolate	 because	 these	
can	 be	 very	 toxic	 and	 even	
deadly.	 	 You	 should	 not	 feed	
them	 raw	 meat	 either	 for	 all	
the	 same	 reasons	we	don’t	 eat	
raw	meat.	Their	tummies	aren’t	
quite	 what	 they	 used	 to	 be	 in	
the	wild.	

Meal	 feeding,	 which	 is	
feeding	your	pet	twice	a	day	at	a	set	time,	is	the	best	way	of	
feeding	 your	 dog	 or	 cat.	 	 This	 way	 you	 can	 control	 the	
amount	 they	eat,	prevent	obesity,	and	keep	a	 routine.	 	 It	 is	
also	important	to	not	overfeed	them.	(Continued	on	next	page)	
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Memorial	Day	 is	 celebrated	on	 the	 last	Monday	 in	May	
every	year.	This	year,	it	falls	on	May	31.	We	honor	those	who	
died	 serving	 in	 the	 U.S.	 military.	 Many	 Americans	 observe	
Memorial	 Day	 by	 visiting	 cemeteries	 or	memorials.	 It	 also	
unofficially	 marks	 the	 beginning	 of	 summer.	 Each	 year	 on	
Memorial	Day,	at	3:00	P.M.	local	time,	a	national	moment	of	
remembrance	takes	place.	

Memorial	Day	used	 to	be	 called	Decoration	Day,	 a	 time	
for	the	nation	to	decorate	graves	of	the	people,	who	died	in	
war,	with	 flowers.	Decoration	Day	 started	 three	 years	 after	
the	Civil	War,	on	May	5,	1868.	Major	General	 John	A.	Logan	
declared	 that	 this	 holiday,	 Decoration	 Day,	 should	 be	
observed	on	May	30.	Most	people	believe	that	he	chose	May	
30	 because	 flowers	would	 be	 in	 bloom	all	 over	 the	 nation.	
Although	many	cities	claim	to	be	the	birthplace	of	Memorial	
Day,	 the	 official	 birthplace,	 declared	 by	 Congress	 and	
President	 Lyndon	 Johnson	 in	 1966,	 is	Waterloo,	New	York.	
After	 World	 War	 I,	 the	 day	 was	 expanded	 to	 honor	 the	
soldiers	 who	 have	 died	 in	 all	 American	wars.	 Though	 it	 is	
still	 called	 Decoration	 Day	 sometimes,	 Memorial	 Day	 was	
declared	a	national	holiday	in	1971.	

This	year	with	COVID,	it	might	not	be	the	best	practice	to	
go	out	to	the	graves	to	honor	the	brave	soldiers	who	died	for	
our	country.	Instead,	here	are	some	alternatives	on	what	you	
can	do:	
• Participate	in	a	car	parade	instead	of	an	in-person	parade.	
• Decorate	your	house	with	 flags,	and	red,	white,	and	blue	
decorations.	

• Have	 a	moment	 of	 silence	 at	 3:00	P.M.	 to	 remember	 the	
people	died	serving	our	country.	

• Watch	the	Memorial	Day	Concert	on	TV.			

MEMORIAL DAY BY LAUREN CHEN

PET TIPS Continued from page 5

Try	to	avoid	feeding	your	pet	human	food	in	case	it	makes	
them	sick.	 	Because	it	is	hard	to	get	all	the	nutrients	they	
need	 in	 home	 cooked	 diets,	 it	 is	 not	 usually	
recommended.		

	 I	hope	you	 learned	 important	 information	about	 the	
dos	and	don’ts	of	pet	feeding.		Although	it	can	be	hard,	you	
should	 always	make	 sure	 your	pet	 gets	 great	 food.	 	 It	 is	
one	of	the	keys	to	your	pet	living	a	long,	happy,	healthy	life.	

We	 all	 observe	 Memorial	 Day	 this	 month.	 On	 the	 last	
Monday	 of	 May,	 we	 honor	 the	 men	 and	 women	 who	 died	
while	 serving	 in	 the	U.S.	military.	 It	 originated	 in	 the	 years	
following	the	Civil	War	(1861-1865),	when	Americans	began	
holding	 springtime	 tributes	 by	 visiting	 cemeteries	 or	
memorials,	holding	family	gatherings	and	parades.	Today,	we	
honor	all	American	military	personnel	who	died	in	all	wars,	
including	World	War	I	and	World	War	II,	the	Korean	War,	the	
Vietnam	War,	and	the	wars	in	Iraq	and	Afghanistan.		

What	 does	 this	 have	 to	 do	 with	 our	 Memorial	 Park?		
Nicknamed	“the	largest	urban	park	in	Texas,”	the	park	holds	
a	golf	course	and	other	sports	facilities,	contains	the	Houston	
Arboretum	 and	 Nature	 Center,	 and	 is	 host	 to	 the	 annual	
Bayou	City	Art	Festival.	 	From	1917	to	1923,	the	land	where	
the	park	exists	today	was	the	site	of	Camp	Logan,	a	U.S.	army	
training	 camp.	 National	 Guardsmen	 were	 trained	 here	 to	
become	members	of	the	U.S.	military.	

After	World	War	 I,	 Will	 and	 Mike	 Hogg	 purchased	 the	
land	 and	 shortly	 after	 sold	 it	 to	 the	 City	 of	 Houston.	 They	
included	 the	 specification	 that	 the	 land	 had	 to	 remain	 “for	
park	purposes	only.”	The	Park	was	to	be	named	to	honor	the	
soldiers	 who	 fought	 in	 World	 War	 I	 and	 trained	 in	 Camp	
Logan,	 and	 today,	 it	 is	 known	 as	 (Continued	 on	 next	 page)	

MEMORIAL DAY AND MEMORIAL PARK 
BY MAX DORN
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Imagination	Toys	and	Shoes	and	CardSmart	has	been	a	
legendary	 toy	 store	 located	 on	 Bellaire	 Boulevard	 for	
almost	 two	 decades.	 It	 is	 owned	 by	 Ben	 and	 Natalie	
Summers,	 and	 carries	 a	 huge	 selection	 of	 toys	 for	 babies	
and	 kids,	 educational	 toys	 and	 shoes.	 This	 Spring,	 the	
owners	 announced	 that	 they	 would	 be	 closing	 the	 store	
after	 so	many	 years	 of	 selling	 toys	 and	 games	 to	West	 U	
kids.	Moms	and	Dads	around	our	city	are	so	sad	to	see	the	
store	close	as	it	was	the	perfect	place	to	buy	gifts.	Here	is	a	
conversation	 with	 Ben	 Baker,	 the	 owner	 of	 Imagination	
Toys	and	Shoes	and	CardSmart.	
	SoUie:	How	long	have	you	been	in	business?	
Mr.	Baker:	I've	been	in	business	for	18	years.	
Sophie:	 What	 has	 been	 your	 favorite	 toy	 trend	 over	 the	

years?	
Mr.	Baker:	I	like	to	play	with	drones.	The	most	popular	toy	

for	kids	was	Webkinz.	That	was	12	years	ago.	 	It	
was	a	plush	toy	that	had	a	codey,	and	you	typed	
it	in	on	your	computer	and	unlocked	its	world.	

Sophie:	What	is	your	favorite	memory	of	the	store?	

Mr.	Baker:	When	a	 little	boy	came	to	the	store,	picked	out	
what	 he	wanted,	 came	 to	 the	 cash	 register	 and	
laid	 out	 his	 quarters,	 pennies	 and	dimes	 to	pay	
as	his	Uirst	purchase.		

Sophie:	What	will	you	miss	the	most?	
Mr.	Baker:	I	will	miss	the	customers	and	my	employees.	
Sophie:	Will	you	move	to	a	new	location?	
Mr.	Baker:	No.	I	am	going	to	retire!	

GOODBYE IMAGINATION TOYS AND SHOES BY SOPHIE ACKERMAN

Memorial Park Continued from previous page 

Memorial	Park.	Will	and	Mike’s	sister	Miss	Ima	served	for	fifty	
years	 as	 a	 guardian	 of	 the	 park,	 saving	 it	 from	 numerous	
potential	 changes,	 including	 proposals	 for	 oil	 wells	 and	
construction	 of	 Houston’s	 once-famous	 Astrodome	 stadium.	
Miss	 Ima	 faced	 down	 over	 a	 hundred	 such	 proposals,	 some	

with	 prominent	 local	 backers,	 enabling	 Memorial	 Park	 to	
remain	a	haven	for	Houstonians.	

So	 May	 is	 a	 good	 month	 to	 remember	 the	 history	 of	
Memorial	Day	and	our	Memorial	Park!	Enjoy	your	time	at	the	
park!		

Do	you	like	history	and	learning	more	about	the	past?	Do	
you	 like	 to	 eat	 food	 from	 the	 past,	 learn	 about	 cattle	 and	
cowboys,	 do	 hands-on	 arts,	make	 candles,	 or	 use	 a	 spindle?	

Then,	the	George	Ranch	would	be	a	great	choice.	It	is	just	20	
minutes	from	West	University	Place,	and	my	family	and	I	love	
going	there!	The	ranch	shows	over	100	years	of	Texas	history	
and	 tells	 an	 authentic	 four-generation	 history	 by	 visiting	
houses	 from	 four	 time	 periods:	 1830s,	 1860s,	 1890s,	 and	
1930s.	 There	 is	 also	 the	 exhibition	 of	 a	 railroad	 station	 for	
cattle.		

Actors	give	an	 introduction	to	 the	houses	and	the	 family	
members.	You	can	ask	them	all	questions,	and	you	 learn	fun	
facts	 too,	 like	where	 does	 the	 expression	 “sleep	 tight”	 come	
from?,	 or,	 if,	 as	 a	 man	 in	 the	 mid-1800s,	 you	 had	 a	 waxed	
mustache,	how	could	you	drink	hot	tea	without	melting	your	
wax?	It	is	great	to	see	the	horses	and	animals	at	the	ranch	too!	
My	cousins	from	Kentucky	were	particularly	fascinated	by	the	
alligators	 in	 the	 rivers.	 In	 second	grade,	we	 took	a	 field	 trip	
there	and	it	was	so	much	fun!	The	George	Ranch	is	definitely	
worth	a	trip,	and	I	highly	recommend	it!			

Visiting the Past: The George Ranch 
By Johanna Dorn 
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When	a	 school	 year	 is	 ending,	 all	 people	 think	about	 is	
the	summer.	 	There	are	so	many	amazing	activities	to	do	in	
the	 summer!	 	 Lots	 of	 kids	 go	 to	 sleepaway	 camps,	 learn	 a	
new	subject,	play	a	sport,	or	 learn	a	new	language.	 	During	
the	summer,	sports	are	one	of	 the	best	 things	 to	do!	 	Many	
kids	 start	 playing	 sports	 they	 learned	 during	 the	 summer.		
Tennis,	baseball,	basketball,	football,	soccer,	and	lacrosse	are	
some	 of	 the	 most	 popular	 sports	 played	 in	 the	 summer!		
Many	 kids	 also	 enjoy	 going	 to	 sleepaway	 camp!	 Sports	 are	
very	 commonly	 played	 at	 summer	 camps,	 and	 many	 new	
friendships	are	made.			

I,	myself,	love	going	to	camp	during	the	summer!	 	It	is	a	
great	opportunity	to	have	fun,	be	with	friends,	and	learn	new	
things!	 	 Kids	 usually	 think	 of	 summer	 as	 a	 break	 from	

learning	 and	 a	 time	 to	 be	 lazy.	 	 Although	 people	 have	
different	 opinions	 about	 what	 to	 do	 with	 their	 summer,	
learning	new	things	is	definitely	a	big	part	of	it!		Even	though	
the	coronavirus	may	stop	us	from	doing	many	things	we	love,	
it	will	never	stop	us	from	having	fun	and	a	great	summer!	

SUMMER FUN BY ELLIE INGRAHAM

Most	people	have	not	been	able	to	travel	a	
lot	 due	 to	 COVID-19.	 So,	 many	 people	 will	
probably	 take	 a	 road	 trip	 somewhere	 this	
summer.	 My	 family	 and	 I	 have	 taken	 several	

road	trips	to	North	Carolina	over	the	years	to	visit	my	grandparents	who	
live	there.	

If	 you	 go	 on	 a	 road	 trip,	 you	 might	 want	 to	 do	 some	 different	
activities	in	the	car.	Here	are	some	fun	things	to	consider:	
1.	 Most	 streaming	 services	 have	movies	 that	 you	 can	 download.	 That	

way,	if	there	is	no	WiFi,	you	can	still	watch	a	movie	on	a	device.	
2.	 You	 can	 also	 download	 audiobooks.	 I	 recommend	 the	 series	 The	

Incorrigible	 Children	 of	 Ashton	 Place	 by	 Maryrose	 Wood.	 I	
recommend	 listening	 to	 this	audiobook	series	because	 the	narrator	
does	exceptionally	good	voices.	

3.	 Another	 fun	 thing	 to	 do	 is	 sticker	 by	 number	 or	 letter	 books.	 You	
create	 different	 pictures	 with	 stickers.	 Some	 even	 have	 glitter	
stickers!	

4.	 There	 are	 also	Boogie	Board	 electronic	writing	 tablets	 that	 you	 can	
use	for	lots	of	different	games.	

5.	Finally,	don’t	forget	travel	bingo	and	snacks!	
I	hope	you	enjoy	these	fun	activities	on	your	next	road	trip!	

FUN ACTIVITIES FOR A LONG ROAD TRIP BY LILA COOLEY

Camps	are	a	very	 fun	way	to	branch	out	
in	life	by	making	new	friends	and	learning	to	
take	care	of	yourself.	This	wonderful	place	is	
definitely	somewhere	where	you	can	do	that.	
It	 was	 founded	 in	 1939	 by	 Tex	 and	 Pat	
Robertson	 near	 Burnet,	 Texas.	 When	 the	

camp	first	opened,	it	was	all	boys.	A	couple	
years	later,	it	had	to	be	shut	down	because	
of	 World	 War	 II.	 When	 Camp	 Longhorn	
opened	 back	 up	 in	 1945,	 there	 were	 66	
campers.	 In	 1950,	 girls	 were	 allowed	 to	
come.	(Continued	on	next	page)	

CAMP LONGHORN BY MAISIE BRENCKMANN
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Camp Longhorn  Continued from previous page 

There	 are	 three	 locations	 in	 Camp	
Longhorn.	 The	 first	 one	 is	 Inks	 Lake,	
which	 was	 founded	 first	 in	 1939	 when	
Camp	Longhorn	first	opened.	The	second	
location	at	camp	is	Indian	Springs,	which	
opened	 in	 1975.	 The	 last	 and	 final	
location	is	C3,	which	opened	up	in	2016.		

Over	 5,200	 campers	 go	 to	 Camp	
Longhorn	 every	 summer!	They	 invented	
a	 ride	 on	 the	 water	 called	 the	 “water	

bus.”	 	 It	 is	 a	 real	 bus	 that	was	meant	 to	
float	 on	water.	 	 In	 addition,	 there	 is	 the	
“blob,”	 which	 is	 like	 a	 floating	 bouncy	
pillow	 in	 the	water	 that	Camp	Longhorn	
actually	 invented.	 Camp	 Longhorn	 has	 a	
petting	 zoo	 that	 has	 snakes,	 chickens,	
rabbits,	 tarantulas,	 and	 turtles.	 	 If	 you	
enjoyed	 what	 Camp	 Longhorn	 has	 to	
offer,	 you	 may	 want	 to	 try	 it	 out	 next	
summer.	Attawaytogo!	

When	my	family	and	I	decided	to	travel	during	spring	
break,	 I	 searched	 for	 fun	 things	 to	 do	 in	 or	 around	 New	
Orleans	and	I	saw	this	swamp	tour.		Our	tour	guide	worked	
for	 forty	 years,	 so	 he	 knew	 about	 everything	 in	 the	
swamps,	 including	alligators.	 	And	 I	 thought	 I	 knew	a	 lot	
about	alligators.	

Alligators	are	only	native	to	the	United	States,	Mexico,	
and	China.	 	In	the	United	States,	alligators	are	native	to	the	
Southeast	 from	 North	 Carolina	 to	 Florida	 and	 southeast	
Texas.	They	are	mostly	in	Louisiana	and	Florida.	American	
alligators	 live	 in	 freshwater	 areas	 like	 ponds,	 marshes,	
wetlands,	 rivers,	 lakes,	 swamps,	 and	brackish	water.	 	Our	
tour	guide	took	us	to	a	bayou	called	Bayou	Segnette	located	
in	the	southern	area	of	New	Orleans.	

Alligators	hibernate	during	the	winter	only	waking	up	
when	 the	 temperature	 is	 above	 60	 degrees	 Fahrenheit.		
And	they	are	ready	to	eat	after	a	long	winter.	 	At	first,	they	

didn’t	 show	 up	 because	 it	 was	 early	 morning	 and	 the	
temperature	was	 too	 cold,	 but	 later,	when	 it	 got	warmer,	
they	started	coming	out.	

An	alligator’s	muscles	are	made	 to	bite	and	grip	prey.		
They	are	weak	to	open,	but	strong	to	close.	That	makes	it	
so	people	can	keep	an	alligator’s	mouth	shut	with	just	their	
hands.	 	The	food	eaten	by	alligators	varies	by	how	old	the	
alligator	 is.	 Young	 alligators	 eat	 fish,	 insects,	 snails,	
crustaceans,	 and	 worms.	 	 Old	 alligators	 eat	 large	 fish,	
turtles,	and	mammals.	 	Our	tour	guide	didn’t	have	proper	
food	 on	 the	 boat,	 so	 he	 fed	 them	marshmallows	 because	

alligators	also	love	sweet	foods.	

Small	 gators	 are	 social	 while	 large	 male	 gators	 are	
solitary	animals.	 	Alligators	are	shy	to	humans	and	tend	to	
walk	or	swim	away	when	one	approaches.		During	our	tour,	
we	saw	one	solitary	male	and	lots	of	social	babies.	

For	me,	the	best	trips	are	trips	where	you	can	have	fun	
and	 learn	 a	 lot	 about	 something.	 	 I’ll	 never	 forget	 the	
swamp	tour.		It	was	an	awesome	experience!	

See You Later, Alligator! By Max Dorn  
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JOKES FOR MEMORIAL DAY by Clement Ding

 What kind of tea did the American colonists want?  

 Answer: Liber-”tea”  

 What are the two main rules in the Army?  

Answer: 1. The commanding officer is always right.  
    2. If the commanding officer is not right, see #1. 

 What is a cow’s favorite holiday? Answer: Moo-morial Day 

The Memorial Day Weekend was coming up, and the nursery school teacher took 
the opportunity to tell her class about patriotism.  
“We live in a great country,” she said. “One of the things we should be happy about 
is that, in this country, we are all free.”  
One little boy came walking up to her from the back of the room. He stood with his 
hands on his hips and said. . . .“I’m not free. I’m four.”  

A small boy was staring at the names on the wall of an old 
church when the pastor noticed him.  
“What are you looking at?” asked the clergyman.  
“All those names. Who are they?” the boy asked.  
The pastor nodded and said, “They are the reason we have Memorial Day. They 
are those who died in the service.” The little boy considered that, then asked 
quietly, “The 9 o’clock service or the 11 o’clock?” 

May	is	here!	

Have	a	cup	of	cheer,	

because	summer	is	almost	here.			

We	celebrate	Memorial	Day	in	

May	

	and	honor	those	that	passed	

away.	

We	can	finally	swim	and	play	ball.	

Have	a	nice	May	my	friends!	

May	By Caroline Benitez
Mother’s Day Acrostic Poem 
 by Juliet Kuban 

Makes delicious dinner. 

Obviously it is fun and caring.

The best Mom ever!

Her smile is joyful. 

Every day she gives me a hug. 

Really fun to play with. 

She lets us hang out with friends. 

Dance party!

Always there for me. 

Your best friend. 
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MAY		WORD	SEARCH	
By	Sophia	Tang		

Find	the	word	in	the	puzzle.	Words	can	go	in	any	direction.	Words	can	share	letters	as	
they	cross	over	each	other	also	double	word	answers	like	Air	Force,	are	treated	like	

separate	words	and	may	not	appear	together	in	the	puzzle.	

MAY			VETERAN			SOLDIER			WAR			MEMORIAL			COUNTRY			SERVED			
FOUGHT			LIVES			ARMY			AIR	FORCE			NAVY			COAST	GUARD			MARINE			

AMERICA	


